
December 5, 2011 

 A Special Meeting of the Council of the City of Manassas 
was held in the Multi-Purpose Room at Weems Elementary 
School, 8750 Weems Road, on the above date with the following 
present:  Mayor Harry J. Parrish II, Council Members Jonathan 
L. Way and Mark D. Wolfe; City Manager Lawrence D. Hughes, 
Superintendent of Manassas City Public Schools Dr. Gail Pope, 
Police Chief Doug Keen, Captain Steve Bamford, Captain Carl 
Crawford, Lieutenant Tim Kotlowski, Sergeant Eddie Rivera, 
Crime Prevention Specialist Adrienne Helms, Community 
Development Director Elizabeth S. Via-Gossman, Neighborhood 
Services Manager Kisha Wilson-Sogunro, Neighborhood Services 
Coordinator Christen Zenich, Zoning Inspector Cecil Huffman, 
Fire and Rescue Chief Brett Bowman, Assistant Fire and Rescue 
Chief Wade House, Lieutenant Kevin Franzello, Utilities 
Director Mike C. Moon, Deputy Public Works Director Gene 
Jennings, Utilities Service Manager Ana Davis, Refuse and 
Recycling Coordinator Sue Lhotka, City Clerk Andrea P. 
Madden, Deputy City Clerk Antoinette M. Elgart, and 
Administrative Associate Melody J. Hess. 
 
 Absent were Vice Mayor Andrew L. Harrover and Council 
Members Marc T. Aveni, Sheryl L. Bass, and J. Steven 
Randolph. 
 
 A quorum of the City Council was not present. 
 
 Item 1 of the Agenda:  Open House with City Staff 
 
 Item 2 of the Agenda:  Call to Order 
 
 Mayor Parrish called for the Roll Call at 7:31 p.m. and 
led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 
 
 The City Clerk read the Notice of Special Meeting 
acknowledged by all Council Members stating that the Special 
Meeting was called for the following purposes: 
 1. As per the attached agenda dated December 5, 2011. 
 2. Other pertinent business for the operation of the 
City. 
 
 Item 3 of the Agenda:  Mayor’s Welcome 
 

Mayor Parrish acknowledged that a quorum of the 
Manassas City Council was not present. 

 
Mayor Parrish and City Council Members welcomed the 

public and staff to the Town Hall Meeting.  Council Members 
Way and Wolfe stated that they looked forward to and were 
interested in the thoughts and questions of the many 
citizens in attendance. 
 

Mayor Parrish commented that Mr. Hughes will be 
retiring on January 31 and the City Council is in the 
process of hiring a new City Manager.  Mayor Parrish 
thanked Mr. Hughes for his service to the City and noted 
that replacing him will be a challenge.  Mayor Parrish 
stated that the City Council has been meeting frequently 
and announced an upcoming work session on Wednesday, 
December 7, 2011 at City Hall.  The work session will 
include three topics related to Fire and Rescue and will 
begin at 5:30 p.m. in the second floor conference room. 
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 Item 4 of the Agenda:  City Manager’s Update 
 

Mr. Hughes thanked all those attending the meeting and 
commented that Weems is always a very strong and active 
neighborhood.  
 

Mr. Hughes asked Police Chief Doug Keen to introduce 
the City’s new Crime Prevention Specialist, Adrienne Helms.  
Ms. Helms comes to the City with extensive training in 
crime prevention and will work with law enforcement and 
citizens to develop crime prevention strategies that will 
make the community a safer place. 
 

Mr. Hughes reported that Department Directors have 
already begun working on their budgets and stated that the 
City’s financial position is healthy due to actions taken 
in the last three years.  Mr. Hughes stated that there will 
be a public hearing on the budget in early March and 
encouraged the public to participate in the process. 
 

Mr. Hughes stressed the considerable impact decisions 
made by legislators at the state level have on City 
government.  Mr. Hughes announced that the Mayor and 
Council will meet with Senator Colgan and Delegate Miller 
at a luncheon on December 6 to present the City’s 2012 
Legislative Priorities. 

 
Item 5 of the Agenda: School Superintendent’s Update 

 
Dr. Pope reported that Weems Elementary continued 

their “One School, One Book” program with all staff and 
students reading “The Lemonade Crime” in the fall.  Judge 
Richard Potter was a guest reader at Weems and made quite 
an impression on the students.  Judge Potter visited the 
school with his robe and gavel and shared his experiences 
with the Weems school community.  Mayor Parrish and 
Assistant District Attorney, Brad Marshall, were also guest 
readers at Weems during the month of October. 

 
Dr. Pope stated that Vicky Nohelty, a teacher from 

Osbourn High School, has been invited to the White House to 
participate in a forum to discuss effective teaching and 
commend great teachers.  During the forum, educators will 
have the opportunity to engage in a dialogue with Domestic 
Policy Council Director Melody Barnes, Education Secretary 
Arne Duncan, and other senior Administration officials on 
ensuring high-quality instruction for every student.  This 
event will also recognize the importance of the teaching 
profession in building our nation and honor a new cohort of 
highly accomplished teachers who have achieved National 
Board Certification as leaders in the classroom and leaders 
in the nation.  The event will take place at the White 
House on the morning of Wednesday, December 7, 2011 and 
will be followed by smaller group discussion at the U.S. 
Department of Education later that day. 
 

Dr. Pope announced that Jamie Null and Jacqueline 
Penders, seniors at Osbourn High School, received Letters 
of Commendation for outstanding performance on the 
Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test 
in 2010.  The Letter of Commendation signifies their 
designation as Commended Students in the National Merit 
Scholarship Program.  Their high Selection Index score 
places them among the top 50,000 of over 1.5 million 



December 5, 2011 

students who entered the 2012 National Merit Program by 
taking the 2010 Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship 
Qualifying Test. Jamie and Jacqueline are among 
approximately 34,000 Commended Students nationwide who have 
shown exceptional academic promise.  Dr. Pope congratulated 
Jamie and Jacqueline on this distinguished honor. 
 

Dr. Pope congratulated the Osbourn Screaming Eagles 
Marching Band on their recent success at an event in 
Allentown, Pennsylvania. 
 

Dr. Pope stated that the MCPS won the Green Challenge 
Award for school divisions having 5,000 to 10,000 students. 
 

Dr. Pope reported that the Johnson Learning Center 
faculty, staff and students commemorated Veterans Day with 
keynote speaker Master Sergeant Martin, a career Marine of 
twenty-one years.  Master Sergeant Martin shared with 
students his experiences as a U.S. Marine, coupled with a 
reflective video of past and present day Marines and their 
role in protecting our country. 
 
 Item 6 of the Agenda:  Citizens’ Time 
 

Debbie and David Bruce, residents of the City of 
Manassas, encouraged their neighbors to participate in the 
Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) Program offered by 
the City.  CERT members serve as a second line to public 
safety professionals in emergency situations.  Another CERT 
class will begin in March and individuals are asked to 
contact the Fire and Rescue Department for additional 
information. 
 

Rae Brady, a resident of the City of Manassas, thanked 
the City for installing a digital speed limit sign that 
displays the speed of the vehicle as it travels on 
Plantation Lane.  Ms. Brady noted that there are three pre-
schools on Plantation Lane and speeding drivers create a 
very dangerous situation. 
 

Anne Judge, a resident of the City of Manassas, stated 
she and her family recently moved to Manassas and they are 
very happy living in the City.  Ms. Judge stated that she 
and her family, including two small children, would like to 
visit Old Town Manassas more often, but it can be difficult 
to cross Sudley Road.  Ms. Judge asked Council to consider 
some solution to assist citizens in safely crossing Sudley 
Road. 
 

A new resident to the City of Manassas asked if there 
was something that could be done to improve and clean up 
the trail near Stonewall Park.  The gentleman stated that 
there is a great deal of trash in the area and asked if 
this is something that he should contact the HOA about. 
 

Mark Rabatin, a resident of the City of Manassas, 
asked City Council to consider opening a dog park in the 
City.  Mr. Rabatin stated that the City could raise the fee 
for dog licenses to pay for the park or rely on sponsors. 
 

A resident of the City of Manassas asked if the signs 
in front of schools advertising tutoring services were 
endorsed by the schools.   
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Dr. Pope stated that signs placed in front of the 
schools are not there legally and are removed as quickly as 
possible. 

 
Terri Jones, a resident of the City of Manassas, asked 

if sidewalks would be constructed near the Hastings 
Marketplace Development.   

Ms. Via-Gossman responded that with the construction 
of the single-family homes and townhomes on Lake Jackson 
Drive and Hastings, the contractor will install sidewalks 
on both sides of Lake Jackson Drive. 
 

Mark Lower, a resident of the City of Manassas, asked 
about parking on the street at Stonewall and Weems.  Mr. 
Lower stated that cars are parking very close to the corner 
and impeding the line of sight. 
 
 Motion was duly made, seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
to adjourn the meeting. 
 
 Mayor Parrish declared the meeting adjourned at 8:15 
p.m. 
 
 
 
             
MAYOR  CITY CLERK 
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